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Abstract

Digital evidence has become an essential component of modern judicial proceedings
due to the rapid advancement of information technology. This study analytically examines the
nature, evidentiary status, and legal and Shariah implications of digital evidence in the light
of Islamic principles and Pakistani law. Particular attention is given to its classification as
kitabah (written evidence), igrar (admission), testimony, and gard’in (circumstantial
evidence), as well as its treatment under the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 1984, particularly
Articles 73 and 164. The study also examines the requirements of authentication, integrity,
reliability, preservation, and chain of custody. It concludes that the digital nature of evidence
does not by itself determine its evidentiary status; rather, its legal and Shari‘ah value depends
upon its source, attribution, authenticity, relevance, reliability, and the applicable standards of
proof. The study highlights both the areas of compatibility and the differences between
Shari‘ah principles and Pakistani law regarding the use and evidentiary weight of digital
evidence.

Keywords: Digital Evidence, Shari‘ah, Pakistani Law, Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, Electronic
Evidence, Qarda'in, Authentication.
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