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Abstract

Orientalist scholarship has often been associated with attempts to identify alleged flaws in
Islam, distort its essential teachings, and present it as a fragmented, controversial, and stagnant
religion incapable of accommodating the demands of modern civilization. Through such
narratives, many Orientalists sought not only to influence Christian intellectual circles but also
to create doubts within Muslim minds regarding the authenticity, flexibility, and universality
of Islam. These writings frequently served broader religious, missionary, political, and cultural
objectives by promoting the superiority of Western civilization and weakening Muslim
confidence in their own intellectual and spiritual heritage. In the nineteenth century,
Orientalism emerged as an organized intellectual movement in which Western scholars
systematically studied Eastern religions, particularly Islam, from various academic
perspectives. While a significant number of Orientalists adopted prejudiced and hostile
attitudes toward the Qur’an, Islam, and the Prophet Muhammad, John Davenport stands out
among those scholars who adopted a comparatively balanced and apologetic approach toward
Islam. His writings attempted to defend the Prophet Muhammad and challenge many
misconceptions propagated in Western discourse. This study critically examines Davenport’s
intellectual approach and analyzes his representation of Islam in his famous work on the life
and character of the Prophet Muhammad. The research employs an analytical and descriptive
methodology, supported by a comparative approach. The significance of this study lies in
highlighting a comparatively fair-minded Orientalist perspective within nineteenth-century
Western scholarship and demonstrating how certain Western intellectuals contributed to
reducing misunderstandings about Islam. The study also aims to promote constructive
academic dialogue between Islamic and Western intellectual traditions while reassessing the
diversity of Orientalist discourse.
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3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John Davenport_orientalist (Retrieved on 12-12-2025)

4 Ibid.

5 For whose talents I shall ever cherish high esteem and respect are...John Davenport. Syed Ahmed, A Series of
Essays on The Life of Mohammed, Idarah-e-Adabiyat-e-Delhi, 1870, vol. 1, p. xxi

6 John Davenport, An Apology for Mohammad and The Koran, Dryden Press, London,1882

7 Davenport, An Apology..., pp.1-58
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12 The Koran has always been held by the Mohammedans as the greatest of all miracles, and equally stupendous
with the act of raising the dead. The miracles of Moses and Jesus, they say, were transient and temporary, but that
of Mohammed is permanent and perpetual, and, therefore, far superior to all the miraculous events of preceding
ages. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 64
13 According to tradition, Lebid Abu Rabia, a native of Yehmen, and one of the seven whose verses constituted
the Maallakat (a series of prizes suspended in the Kaaba), was still an idolator when Mohammed announced
publicly his law. One of the poems began with the verse, "All praise is vain which referreth not unto God, and all
good that proceedeth not from Him is but a shadow. For some time no poet could be found to compete with it, but
at length the chapter of the Koran entitled Barat was affixed to a gate in the same temple, and Lebid was so
overcome by the first few verses as to declare that they could only have been produced by the inspiration of God
himself, and he forthwith embraced Islamism. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 66
14 The Koran is a work with whose dullness the reader is at first disgusted, afterwards attracted by its charms,
and finally, irresistibly ravished by its many beauties. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 65
15 The miracle of the Koran," says a Mohammedan author, consists in its elegance, purity of diction, and melody
of its sentences, so that every Ajemer who hears it recited perceives at once its superiority over all other Arabic
compositions. Every sentence of it inserted in a composition, however elegant, is like a brilliant ruby, and shines
as a gem of the most dazzling lustre, while in its diction it is so inimitable as to have been the subject of
astonishment to all learned men, ever since its first promulgation. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 65
Mohammed appealed as the chief confirmation It was to the Koran so considered as a permanent miracle that ¢
challenging the most eloquent men in Arabia, then abounding with persons whose sole publicly,of his mission
study and ambition it was to excel in elegance of style and composition, to produce even one single chapter that
might compete therewith. The statement that Mohammed composed the Koran by the aid of a Christian monk,
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and Abdallah Salam, a Persian Jew, refutes itself for it is not to be credited that the excellence of the Arabian
language should be derived from two foreigners, of whom the one was a Syrian and the other a Persian.
65 Davenport, An Apology..., p.
The statement that Mohammed composed the Koran by the aid of a Christian monk, and Abdallah Salam, a !’
Persian Jew, refutes itself for it is not to be credited that the excellence of the Arabian language should be derived
from two foreigners, of whom the one was a Syrian and the other a Persian. Davenport, An Apology..., pp. 65
18 The Koran is held by Mohammedans in the greatest reverence and respect. The more strict among them dare
not touch it without being first washed or legally purified, which, lest they should do, through inadvertence, they
sometimes write these words on the book itself, or on its cover : " None shall touch it, but they who are purified."
They read it reverentially, never holding it below their girdle; they swear by it, in all affairs of importance; carry
it with them in military expeditions; inscribe sentences from it upon their banners; adorn it with gold and precious
stones; The Jews have a like veneration for their book, never presuming to touch it with unwashed hands.
Davenport, An Apology..., p. 67
19 Knowingly, never suffer it to be in the possession of an unbeliever. It is made the foundation of their education,
and the children in all schools are taught to chaunt it, and commit the whole of it to memory. It is admitted
everywhere as the standard of all law and practice. Their judges swear by it. All Mohammedans are bound to
study it, in order to find therein the light of their life. They have mosques where the whole is read through, daily,
thirty relays of Korra (readers) taking it up in succession. For twelve hundred years has the voice of this book
been thus kept resounding, at all moments, through the ears and hearts of so many millions of men. Davenport,
An Apology..., p. 68
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20 As a proof of the great humanity inculcated in the Koran, it may be mentioned that there can scarcely be found
in it one capital punishment, except such as are denounced in wholesale warfare against unbelievers, as in the
Mosaic code. The retaliation of blood for blood is softened into a money compensation; civil offences merely
affecting property are not heavily punished; while towards the unfortunate debtor the law is strikingly lenient.
Davenport, An Apology..., p. 77

21 Says Gibbon, "The Koran is acknowledged as the fundamental code, not only of theology, but of civil and
criminal jurisprudence, and the laws which regulate the actions and the property of mankind are governed by the
immutable sanctions of the will of God." In other words, the Koran is the general code of the Mohammedans; a
religious, social, civil, commercial, military, judicial, criminal, penal code; it regulates everything, from the
ceremonies of religion to those of daily life; from the salvation of the soul to the health of the body; from the
rights of all to those of each individual; from the interests of man to those of society; from morality to crime; from
punishment here to that in the life to come. Davenport, An Apology..., pp. 69-70

22 The Koran, consequently, differs materially from the Bible, which, according to Combe, "Contains no system
of theology, but is composed chiefly of narratives, descriptions, sublime effusions of devotional emotions, and
much sound morality bound together by no striking logical connection. "Nor is it, like the Gospels, to be
considered merely as the standard by which the religious opinions, the worship, and the practice of its followers
are regulated, but it is also a political system; for on this foundation the throne itself is erected; hence every law
of the State is derived, and by this authority every question of life and property is finally decided. Davenport, An
Apology...,p. 70
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23 The Koran teaches, in the most explicit manner, the existence of one only God (chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 17, 18,
34, 37... The morality of the Koran has not been less unjustly attacked than its dogmas. It condemns debauchery
and excesses of every kind (chapters 4, 17), usury (chapter 2),... is not only a religious code, but...in addition,
the civil laws of the Mohammedans,it restrains polygamy by limiting the number of wives to four (chapter
4)...,Lastly, punishments are pronounced against false witnesses, (chapters 5, 9), prevarication in judges (chapter
5), fraud (chapter 4), theft (chapter 5), homicide (chapters 2, 4, 6, 25), infanticide (chapters 6, 17), incest (chapter
4), immodesty and adultery (chapters 4, 19, 24, 25)..., Davenport, An Apology..., p. 70 pp.74,75,76

24There is nothing doubtful in this book....Verily, are under the guidance of their Lord and they shall prosper. As
for unbelievers... when he depicts the flames of hell. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 66-67

25 See Sale's 'Koran,' chap. iii. p. 39, and noted. St. Ambrose and g St. Augustine, two fathers of the Church, have
employed the most 'obscene terms in their disputation respecting this mystery; so much so, that decency will not
permit us to quote them. The celebrated text of the three witnesses (John i. v. 7) which is the foundation of the
doctrine of the Trinity, has been proved, by the labours of Newton, Gibbon, Porson, and others, to have been an
interpolation ; and Calmet himself acknowledges that this verse is not found i) i any ancient copy of the Bible.
Jesus taught the belief in One God, but Paul, with the Apostle John, who was a Platonist, despoiled Christ's religion
of all its unity and simplicity, by introducing the incomprehensible Trinity of Plato, or Triad of the East, and also
by deifying two of God's attributes — namely. His Holy Spirit, or the Agion Pneuma of Plato ; and His Divine
Intelligence, called by Plato the Logos (Word), and applied under this form to Jesus (John i.). Davenport, An
Apology..., pp. 72-73
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26 The Mohammedans believe that Jesus Christ will return to earth at the end of the world; that he will slay the
Anti-Christ, die, and be raised again. A vacant place is reserved for Christ's body in Mohammed's tomb at Medina.
(See Lieut. Burton's * Pilgrimage,' vol. ii.) Davenport, An Apology..., p. 51

27 When tribute was once agreed to, whether voluntarily or by compulsion, the inhabitants were entitled to all their
former privileges, including the free exercise of their religion. When a sovereign consented to pay tribute, he
retained his territory, and only became subject to the usual relations of a tributary prince." (Elphinstone's " History
of India," p. 261.) "Had the Saracens, Turks, and other Mohammedan tribes," says Chatfield ('Historical Review,'
p. 311), "adopted the same conduct towards the Christians as the European nations had practised towards the
followers of the Koran, it is probable that the Christian religion would have been extinguished in the East.
Davenport, An Apology..., p. 82

28 Mohammed's creed was likewise free from suspicion and ambiguity, and the Koran is a glorious testimony to
the unity of God. Rejecting the worship of idols and men, of stars and planets, on the rational principle that
whatever is born must die; that whatever rises must set; and that whatever is corruptible must perish and decay...
The first and principal article of the Koran is, as we have said, the unity of God,..., Davenport, An Apology...,
pp. 71-72

2 For the author of Christianity, the Mohammedans are taught by the Prophet to entertain a high and mysterious
reverence (chapters 7, 10) and the Latin Church has not disdained to borrow from the Koran the immaculate
conception of Christ's virgin mother. During 600 years was the way of truth, but the Christians insensibly forgot
the example of their founder. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 72

e ——
12



30_@2:;4;;,}:’JJVuiG/,!é”u?,z:,?/dum?g(Lg&|f€?2’eﬁ%!dmu-{é!/fyiulg.?%
{V)‘d)k&(yjdﬂﬂ_dl

Jt b & i3l $F L L BEF S e i Gl LUl
SV SO SRS L S (R

slehbecJu L S f’ SIS Fond a8 b it F Liae SRS (P
259, q;Jw-%J? LUz 2 e ST P R §F KUI _Su s o PG a0
S RS

A 17 331802 G e g s R L e g TG Gns S Do S e quib® J L e o it Lo -
_‘aJLﬁUUuL{,!{,u;('ﬂ/;!u:L‘édﬁ Z

/é/,wm:,b"ym'?:rwigf /fg s S fd LUl iR rugénu%ﬁauyuﬁf G-l

M
pYERY

s S F J%,zﬂxbf.@Luyﬁ4(71/1)/1Loy"uéu,w;y:ufu}[fmj&go’m»uf}
Loe GFEREFRFT LU oGt g LIS b S Thulb Sz
32_%@2&[ KU 53156 el ST L7

Az A S S ebP By

w3 F o ud J’u&wéu!_uf?é L Jr? LA T 2P St S 2 S osd 157 1
Lurvjﬁérwédz‘d;m’wzuﬁu]w;ﬁ”,uzLau?dm”_tﬁ(l}(a,uwdm,!&ué(w

3'Mohammed ... contemplated and judged as a religious reformer and legislator living in Arabia in the seventh
century ... the very greatest man whom Asia can claim as her son ... one of the rarest and most transcendent
geniuses the world itself ever produced. Davenport, An Apology..., p. iv

31 Davenport, An Apology..., pp.77, 84,129

32Such is the Koran which has been received by Mohammedans with a degree of reverence rarely witnessed among
Christians towards the Holy Scriptures. In it they view the whole code of religious belief, civil law, and moral
obligation... Religion is divided into two branches, Iman (faith) and Din (practice). Faith includes belief in God,
his angels, his revelations in the Koran, his prophets, the resurrection and Day of Judgment, and God’s absolute
decrees. Practice includes prayer, comprehending under this head the purifications necessary before prayer, alms-
giving, fasting, and the pilgrimage to Mecca. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 77

33The conversion of the Arabs, therefore, was probably as sincere as it was general; and their religious spirit being
now thoroughly aroused, every feeling of their enthusiastic nature was turned into one channel to conquer in the
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cause of God, or to die in asserting his unity and greatness, was the ardent and ever-present wish of every
Mussulman. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 46

3*Mohammed imposed tribute and exacted ransoms, but in every instance respected the religious belief of the

conquered, always, it is true, recommending his religion, but never enforcing its adoption by law; thus carrying
into execution what he had written in the Koran. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 47

35 In the sixth century Mohammed appeared in the East and settled his religion, extirpating idolatry out of a great
part of Asia, Africa, and Egypt, in all which parts the worship of the one true God remains to this day. The minds
of the multitude were tempted by the invisible as well as temporal blessings of the Arabian prophet, and charity
will hope that many of the proselytes entertained a serious conviction of the truth and sanctity of his revelation...,
Davenport, An Apology...,p. 84

3%The first revivers of philosophy and the sciences, the link, as they have been termed, between ancient and

modern literature,...the Saracens of Asia and the Moors of Spain under the Abbasside and Ommiad Caliphs....It

is well known that arts and sciences flourished among the Arabians for almost six hundred years; whilst among

us, rude barbarism reigned and literature became almost extinct. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 87
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37 Davenport, An Apology..., pp. 87-89

38 ..in contemporary Christianity for when Jerusalem was taken by the first Crusaders under Godfrey de Bouillon
at the close of the tenth century, the garrison, consisting of 40,000 men, was put to the sword, without distinction;
arms protected not the brave, nor submission the timid; not age or sex received mercy; infants perished by the same
sword that pierced their mothers. The streets of Jerusalem were covered with heaps of slain, and the shrieks of
agony and despair resounded from every dwelling. When Saladin, the Soldan of Egypt and Syria, retook it in the
second Crusade, no lives were lost after the surrender, and he showed the greatest kindness of the Christian
captives, giving those who lured poor their liberty without ransom. Davenport, An Apology..., pp. 96-97
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3 Davenport, An Apology..., pp.107-110

40No treatment can be more unjust than that which Mohammedanism has received at the hands of English writers
of Indian history. Thus, they contrast the Mogul Emperors of the fourteenth century with "the victorious, mild
and merciful progress of the British arms in the East in the nineteenth...when the great men were inflamed with
such a greed for money that they cared not by what violence they acquired it...Most of the Sovereigns of the
Mussulman dynasties were men of extraordinary character...Mahmoud of Ghizni, ... He showed so much
munificence to individuals of eminence that his capital exhibited a greater assemblage of men of genius than
any other monarch in Asia has ever been able to collect together...Can as much be said for their contemporaries,
William the Norman, and his descendants? When Louis VII. of France, in the twelfth century, made himself
master of the town of Vitri, he ordered it to be set on fire; in consequence of which inhuman command, 1,300
persons perished in the flames. In England, at the same time, under King Stephen, civil war was carried on with
so much fury that the land was left uncultivated, and the implements of husbandry were destroyed or
abandoned; while the result of our French wars in the fourteenth century was a state of things more horrible

e ——
16




SIT7K U S
WAt gt S L e St TS Stz se SO S Slow 181 £ gl S e
{éﬁu?w,«,wzigj‘fq,ni.uﬁlu:fu;_9g@;/n}¢5&&b"zlJunfd/u&gwlwts*:d/m,ﬂ/-9
Wb sea b KA L )i ol Ko b Sl F S foe ST s
C/:' d/d/gu’{ufu:fé_‘g uy,_‘alz;b{/f&uuwwu o3y LJV_‘at‘/Mc“_u:/u;ul‘gt‘u/J
41_‘4#’%9;
i Wi e MG S S P e Ly Az e L meingd sl
Sl g 7S s e 206 L L s for 3P S oG5 G4 F A
e ST e F L2 flo_greE U e
Lt KB AL L Usidon N nZ SI568sF 1 SUS 78 b STE s i LA
Z_/’/f d//r‘?u’!c,vyd{,/?u‘ﬁ-éa:/l)&d/:,{l}ulqutﬁKUYlL{,é_lgg/Lz:g}{‘dr‘”bg-uj
- Ul b LSS 3B G iU L& e G i e ol ST S
AT Ag
Gl d 7 2 K P iy s T S Ll s i J‘_‘Luf cfuf 33 U

and destructive than had ever been experienced in any age or country... We have abundant testimony of the
cruelty of contemporary Christian conquerors; have we any evidence of their benevolence? Feroze Shah III.
Ascended the throne in 1351, and distinguished himself by many useful public works, consisting of fifty dams
across rivers to promote irrigation, forty mosques and thirty colleges, one hundred caravansaries, thirty
reservoirs, one hundred hospitals, one hundred public baths, one hundred and fifty bridges.... Shir Shah, the
successful usurper, had brought his territories into the highest order, and introduced many improvements into
his civil government...and wells at every mile and a half. There was an imam and a muezzin at every mosque,
with attendants of proper castes for Hindoos as well as for Mohammedans... ., in 1623, bears testimony to the
character of that prince, as well as to the condition of the people under his rule, whom he found living, not only
in a comfortable and even splendid manner, but also in perfect security... that they gave full value for what
they took; that they administered a full measure of justice, high and low ; that the trader could convey his goods
many hundreds of miles along roads at all times safe and in good repair... each of those so-called barbarous
sovereigns expended as much money in works of public utility... Here the property, as well as the liberty of
the people, are inviolate. pp. 95-104
4! In Turkey.., the seller troubles himself little about his sale, and sees, without jealousy, the greater success of his
neighbour...the voice of the Muezin is heard, he performs his prayers and prosternations in his shop, in the middle
of all the comers and goers, as little disturbed as if he were in the Desert; or he goes to the neighbouring mosque,
leaving his merchandise under the guardianship of the public faith. In this immense capital (Constantinople),
where the merchants are accustomed to absent themselves from their shops at fixed hours, known to everyone,
where the doors of houses are only shut at night, by a simple latch, there are not four robberies committed in the
whole year. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 121
42 To sum up, in one word, I know no people more humane, in the true sense of the word, than those Turks whom
I’ve still to-day continue to treat as Barbarians. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 126
43 Writes Miss Pardoe (' City of the Sultan ') " the Turks are not only merciful, but ministering friends... this
kindness towards the inferior animals, that they will not kill an unweaned lamb... brought down a gull that was
sailing above his head...with as much horror and emphasis as though he had been guilty of homicide. Davenport,
An Apology..., p. 126
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4 Alms-giving, its reward — Happiness of true believers in Paradise — Creation of the world — God, no God
but the One who is without peers and eternal — All His works praise Him — Refutation of the assertion that
Jehovah rested from His labours on the seventh day — Corsi, God's throne or tribunal (note) — God's universal
presence — It beseemeth not God to beget children — Path of happiness or of misery, for whom — Ingratitude
of man towards God — Terrors of the Day of Judgment ; the atom's weight of good and the atom's weight of evil
— Under what circumstances the soul shall be made to know the sins it has committed — Accountability of
irrational animals — Infanticide — Kindness and respect due to parents, Al Forkan (note — The Koran not to be
touched but by the purified (note) — Just balance — The Koran a mission from God to Mohammed — God's
protection of Mohammed — Wine and games of chance forbidden — Respect and love for parents (note) —
Justice towards orphans — True piety — Prayer enjoined — Punishment of the slanderer — The soul, how
preserved and how lost — Women. Davenport, An Apology..., p. 155-170
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