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Women's Inheritance Rights: A Comparative Study in Judaism, Christianity,
and Islamic Law
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Abstract:
One of the fundamental sources of property’s transmission and
Kevwords: distribution is inheritance. It is deeply established in various
Chr)i/sx\ilanity ' societies and religious beliefs, particularly in Judaism, Christianity,
Judaism, Islam  @nd Islam. This research aims to conduct a comparative analysis of
Women's inheritance laws across revealed religions, with a particular focus on
Inheritance women's property rights. The study investigates women's property
Rights, rights and heir entitlements within Christianity, Judaism, and Islam,
Property, exploring the differences in distribution patterns in each of these

religions. Special attention is given to addressing criticisms
regarding women's inheritance rights in Islam, as raised by some
Western researchers. By examining primary religious texts (Quran,
Sunnah, and the Bible) and current laws that are in effect in the
Christian and Muslim worlds

This research seeks to shed light on the diversity of inheritance
practices concerning gender equity in inheritance laws, especially
within the Islamic context. The methodology involves a systematic
review of religious scriptures, legal documents, and scholarly
interpretations to provide a comprehensive understanding of
inheritance practices and the position of women across these three
religions.
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Limited women’s roles and functions to the home, and severely restricted: 1their right of
inheritance, (2) their choice of relationship (3) their ability to pursue a religious education or

fully participate in synagogue and (4) limited their freedom of movement®
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Property was transferred through the male line and women could not inherit unless there were
no male heirs. these and other gender based differences found in the Torah suggest that women
were seen as subordinate to men; however they also suggest that biblical society viewed
continuity property and family unity as paramount.®
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The Laws of Intestacy in England and Wales
In England and Wales, if a person dies without a will, their estate will be distributed

according to the laws of intestacy. These laws determine who will inherit the deceased's assets,
and in what proportions.
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The laws of intestacy are complex, and they can vary depending on the circumstances of the
deceased's death. However, there are some general principles that apply in all cases.

The first priority is given to the deceased's spouse or civil partner. If the deceased is survived
by a spouse or civil partner, they will inherit the entire estate, regardless of whether they have
any children.

If the deceased is not survived by a spouse or civil partner, the estate will be distributed to their
children. The children will inherit the estate in equal shares, regardless of their age or whether
they are biological or adopted children.

If the deceased is not survived by any children, the estate will be distributed to their parents.
The parents will inherit the estate in equal shares.

If the deceased is not survived by any parents, the estate will be distributed to their siblings.
The siblings will inherit the estate in equal shares.

If the deceased is not survived by any siblings, the estate will be distributed to their
grandparents. The grandparents will inherit the estate in equal shares.

If the deceased is not survived by any grandparents, the estate will be distributed to their aunts

and uncles. The aunts and uncles will inherit the estate in equal shares.'”
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For deaths that took place on or after 26 July 2023
In England and Wales, when someone dies intestate, leaving a spouse or civil partner and
surviving children or other descendants:
the spouse or civil partner inherits the personal effects or chattels of the deceased, the first
£322,000 of the estate and half of the remaining estate. This means that in cases where the
estate is less than £322,000 the spouse or civil partner will inherit the whole of the estate;
the children inherit the other half of the remaining estate. In cases where a son or daughter has

died, their share of the inheritance will be divided among their children*
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4. The deceased is survived by a parent In England and Wales, when someone
dies intestate, leaving no spouse, surviving children or other descendants,
their whole estate is shared equally between the surviving parents.?

uﬁ@ﬂﬂf)&?&Lungé;a,c/'@?.,{/‘Jf»n%w//éf4wju‘7@/_,>,‘uﬁﬂ:wl,&:élx/“ )
b 6 ey g AU LItz it FeS iy STas S
_Knﬁw u:&lﬁfu?{@rUU//“u:c«/r’u’!;un;t‘ﬂf)/}!unu?y‘&Lﬁfgﬁ{@ruﬁt‘ﬂééuy‘//! .6

The deceased is survived by half-blood siblings or their descendants<The rules of intestacy for
England and Wales stipulate that an estate must pass in its entirety to the deceased’s half-blood
siblings or their descendants when there is no surviving:

1. spouse or civil partner.

2. children or other descendants

3. parents

4. full-blood brothers and sisters or their descendants.
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In cases where a half-blood brother or sister has died, their share of the inheritance will be
divided among their children 13
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